p53 expression in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci in invasive ductal carcinoma of the breast.
The purpose of this study was to determine whether p53 protein expression in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming fibrotic foci is a significant outcome predictor, similar to p53 protein expression in tumor-stromal fibroblasts not forming fibrotic foci, and whether the combined assessment of p53 expression in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci served as an important outcome predictor among 1039 patients with invasive ductal carcinoma of the breast. We analyzed the outcome predictive power of the Allred score risk classification for p53 in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci using multivariate analyses with well-known clinicopathological factors. The Allred score risk classifications for p53 in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci were superior to the Allred scores for p53 in tumor-stromal fibroblasts not forming fibrotic foci alone for accurately predicting the tumor-related death of patients with invasive ductal carcinoma when examined using multivariate analyses. The Allred score risk classification for p53 in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci significantly increased the hazard rates for tumor recurrence and tumor-related death independent of the UICC pTNM stage in the multivariate analyses. These results indicated that the Allred score risk classification based on the combined assessment of p53 expression in tumor-stromal fibroblasts forming and not forming fibrotic foci is a very useful outcome predictor among patients with invasive ductal carcinoma.